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2013 Annual Report

You’re Making a Difference 
in Our Community



Don’t tell me that there is a problem.  
I already know that.  
Show me that there are effective solutions.

We don’t have to tell you that folks in our community are struggling. 
You know that insufficiencies in income, education and health affect 
many of your neighbors. 

So what are we doing about it?

Forget temporary, band-aid solutions.  
We are working together for lasting change.

Not only are there answers, but they exist right here in the Fox Valley! 

In our 2012–2013 campaign, concerned citizens and organizations 
joined with Fox Valley United Way again to advance the common 
good. Together we have been a powerful force for real results in our 
community, demonstrating to the world what it truly means to  
“Live United.”

This report is our chance to show you what progress looks like.  
How people committed to being a part of the change have improved 
quality of life for all of us in the Fox Valley.

Certainly there are significant needs still to be met. So we will 
continue to leverage the caring power of our community to make 
a difference for our neighbors in need. A difference that donors, 
advocates and volunteers can point to and say, “I was a part of 
making that happen.”

Together We’re Making a 
Difference in Our Community

www.uwfoxvalley.org
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“IT MAKES US FEEL 
GOOD TO KNOW 
THE MONEY GOES 
BACK INTO THE 
COMMUNITY WHERE 
IT IS TRULY NEEDED.” 

	  
— Patrick Perez,  
		 Kane County Sheriff 
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Solutions are right in our community
 

We believe that the Fox Valley’s greatest needs lie in the areas 
of education, income and health. That’s why we work with the 
community to discover underlying causes of need in these areas, 
and then help individuals and families achieve their human 
potential — through social service agencies and community 
collaborations that advance educational opportunities, income 
stability and health promotion.

EDUCATION
•	Early childhood development and school readiness programs
•	Mentoring programs for at-risk youth
•	After school programs for academics, arts, athletics 

INCOME
•	Basic needs — shelter, food, clothing, emergency assistance
•	Employment and financial counseling
•	 Job training 

HEALTH
•	Access to low cost health care services
•	Behavioral health and substance abuse treatment
•	Health education and prevention programs 

All it takes is a simple phone call  
or the click of a mouse to start 
making an impact. 
 

Call 630-896-4636. Visit www.uwfoxvalley.org. 

Let us know whether your passion is to give, advocate or  
volunteer. We will provide the right opportunity to put that  
desire to make a difference into action.



For the last 11 summers, hundreds of 
community members have gathered 
along the shores of Mastodon Lake in 
Aurora’s Phillips Park for the “What 
Floats Your Cardboard Boat Race,” 
Local businesses, organizations and 
families build, decorate and paddle 
a cardboard boat, competing against 
one another in a mad, wet dash 
across the finish line. 

This year the race attracted 23 
groups of competitors on a beautiful 
Saturday in August. The event kicks 
off our annual fundraising campaign, 
and is a chance for the social 
service agencies that we partner 
with to showcase their impact in the 
community (see the facing page for  
a list of our partners). 

The City of Aurora makes this event 
possible every year — a testament 
to its support for the agencies that 
meet the many and varied needs of 
its citizens.

Bringing the  
Community Together
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Funds raised by Fox Valley United Way support the work of health and human service agencies in the Kane and Kendall county 
communities we serve. We receive and review requests, then allocate the monies we raise to support specific agency programs.

African American Men of Unity, Aurora
Association for Individual Development, Aurora
Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center, Aurora
Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry, Aurora
Breaking Free, Inc., Aurora
Camp Fire USA, Illinois Prairie Council, Lombard
Camp Kishwaukee, Plano
CASA – Kane County, Geneva
CASA – Kendall County, Yorkville
Catholic Charities of Aurora, Aurora
Child Care Resource & Referral, Joliet
Community Benefits – Kendall County, Yorkville
Community Career Center, Naperville
DayOneNetwork, Geneva
Elderday Center, Batavia
Family Counseling Service, Aurora
Family Focus, Aurora
Fox Valley Academy of Music Performance, Aurora
Fox Valley Hospice, Geneva
Fox Valley Family YMCA, Plano
Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois, Sugar Grove
Golden Harvesters Senior Citizens, Plano
H.A.L.T. Club, Yorkville
Hope for Tomorrow, Inc., Aurora
Joseph Corporation, Aurora
Kendall County Community Bridges,  
	 Yorkville
Kendall County Food Pantry, Yorkville
Kendall County Health Department,  
	 Yorkville
L.I.F.E. Support Incorporated, Aurora
Marie Wilkinson Child  
	 Development Center, Aurora
Mutual Ground, Aurora
Open Door Clinic, Aurora
Open Door Rehabilitation Clinic,  
	 Sandwich

Operation Snowball, Plano
People for Child Care, Aurora
Plano Youth Athletic Association,  
	 Plano
Prairie State Legal Services, St. Charles
Public Action to Deliver Shelter, Aurora
Quad County Urban League, Aurora
Rebuilding Together Aurora, Aurora 
RITAS Ministry, Aurora
Salvation Army, Aurora
Salvation Army Golden Diners, Geneva
Senior Services Associates, Aurora
Suicide Prevention Services, Batavia
Three Fires Council Boy Scouts, St. Charles
Triple Threat Mentoring, Aurora
VNA Health Care, Aurora
Wayside Cross Ministries, Aurora
World Relief, Aurora
YMCA of Metro Chicago, Aurora and Oswego
YWCA Aurora, Aurora

OUR PARTNER AGENCIES during the 2012-2013 campaign
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SPARK — Strong, Prepared And Ready 
for Kindergarten — was founded in 
2012 by a coalition of leading civic 
organizations including Fox Valley 
United Way, the Dunham Fund, the 
City of Aurora, School District 129, 
131, 204 and 308. Together with these 
partners, SPARK is working to ensure 
that every child in Aurora is on a 
trajectory towards success in school 
and in life.

The collaboration made it possible for 
Aurora to be chosen by the State of 
Illinois as one of seven communities to 
receive federal dollars from the Race 
to the Top–Early Learning Challenge 
Grant. Over the next four years, the 
nearly $550,000 in funding will be 
used to improve the quality of early 
childhood learning opportunities and 
increase resources and access for  
at-risk children.

To date, SPARK has reached out to 
more than 600 families through 
resource fairs, parent/child trainings 
and a new website: sparkaurora.org. 
The initiative has nearly doubled the 
number of eligible families in Aurora 
who are now approved to receive 
child care assistance — from 599 
to 1107 — as well as the number of 
children participating in the program 
— from 1,198 to 2,214. 

Giving Children  
a Head Start

www.uwfoxvalley.org
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Helping the Community 
Save on Prescriptions
Too many people in our community 
struggle to afford their medications, 
and as a result, don’t take them 
as prescribed. Yet not taking these 
medications in the short run can cause 
more problems in the long run. In fact, 
a 2011 Health Affairs study found that 
every dollar spent on drugs that stop 
the advancement of heart disease 
and diabetes saves $3 to $10 on other 
medical services down the road. 

Fox Valley United Way has partnered 
with FamilyWize, a prescription drug 
discount card that can save users up 
to 75% in medication costs at their 
local pharmacy. The card is free and 
can be used by anyone, regardless of 
insurance coverage. 

To date, 1,489 Fox Valley cardholders 
have saved $124,890 with FamilyWize. 
We love participating in this program, 
because it impacts health and financial 
stability, two of the three areas that 
affect the common good.
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After the first of the year, when area 
food pantries are low after bustling 
holiday demand, the Fox Valley 
United Way sponsors the Souper Bowl 
of Caring. Held each year on the 
Saturday before the Super Bowl, this 
event gathers youth volunteers to 
solicit food and monetary donations 
within our local Jewel-Osco stores, 
Montgomery Market Place and 
Prisco’s Fine Foods.

Donations are then delivered to the 
Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry and the 
Kendall County Food Pantry to help 
restock their shelves. This year, our 
volunteers received 3,365 pounds of 
food and $ 7,250 in cash donations.

The best part is that in addition 
to the food donations, every dollar 
raised enables the pantries to 
purchase $6 worth of food — 
making the community impact this 
year worth more than $43,500.
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Stocking the Shelves  
of Local Food Pantries
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“LAST YEAR WE GAVE OUT 
ABOUT A MILLION POUNDS 
OF FOOD. THIS YEAR WE 
ARE HEADING TOWARD AN 
EVEN GREATER NUMBER 
THAN THAT.”

	 —	Marilyn Weisner,  
		 Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry

9



10



“THANK YOU FOR THE 
PRESENTS. THANK YOU 
FOR PICKING US.”

	 —	Donald, 5 It warms our hearts every year to 
witness the generosity of people in 
the Fox Valley at holiday time. Each 
autumn, Fox Valley United Way joins 
with area businesses, organizations, 
families and individuals for an adopt-
a-child holiday assistance program. 

Donors are matched with children 
that they can bless with presents 
and gift cards for a special holiday 
meal. In 2012, contributions provided 
toys, clothing, gloves, hats, scarves 
and grocery gift cards to 113 needy 
families including 276 children.

Each year, we hear amazing stories 
of changed lives as a result of this 
program, from those who gave and 
from those who received. It truly is a 
blessed time of year.
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Bringing Holiday Joy 
to Children in Need

www.uwfoxvalley.org



Our favorite event happens 
each May, as we come together 
for the Fox Valley United Way 
Annual Breakfast. It’s one of 
the hottest tickets in town, as 
the community gathers to hear 
stories of incredible generosity, 
changed lives and tireless efforts 
to make life better for others. That 
morning, we have the privilege of 
sharing real life examples of what 
the power of a loving and caring 
community can do.

Donors, volunteers and social 
service agencies are honored and 
awarded. Members of our board 
of directors, committee members 
and staff are applauded for their 
contributions. It’s an inspiring 
celebration — and one that 
renews our spirits and our energy 
for the next year’s campaign! 
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Celebrating  
Our Heroes
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3M
AAA Motor Club
Abbott Laboratories
ACXIOM
Advocate Health Care
Alcatel Lucent
Allstate
Andersen Corporation
Associated Bank
Association for Individual  

Development
AT&T
Aurora Township
Aurora University
Bank of America
Barnes Group, Inc.
Baxter Healthcare Corporation
Bedford Charitable Foundation
Best Buy
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
BMO Harris
BNSF Railway
Breaking Free
Burlington Northern Foundation
C&S Wholesale Grocers
Capital One Services
Carson Pirie Scott
Carson Pirie Scott Foundation 
Castle Bank
Castle Insurance
Caterpillar
Ceridian
Cigna
City of Aurora
Comcast

ConAgra Foods
Constellation Energy Group
Costco
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly
Deloitte
Dick’s Mini Donuts
Dreyer Medical Clinic
East Aurora School District 131
Ecolab
Edison International
Eli Lilly
Equifax
Exelon/ComEd
Farmers Insurance
FedEx 
FedEx Ground
Fifth Third Bank
First Midwest Bank
Fox Valley Building Trades
Fox Valley Family YMCA
Fox Valley United Way
GCS Services, Inc.
GE Capital
Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois
Goodrich Quality Theaters Inc.
Grinnell Mutual
H.B. Fuller Construction Products
Hallmark Services Corporation
Heat & Frost Insulators &  

Allied Workers
Henry Pratt Company
Hershey Foods Corporation
Hollywood Casino
HSBC
IBM

I.B.E.W. Local 461
Indian Prairie School District 204
International Union of  

Operating Engineers
International Union of Painters & 

Allied Trades
Ironworkers Local 393
ITW
J.P. Morgan Chase
JC Penney 
Jewel-Osco
Johnson & Johnson
Keen Transport
Kellogg Company
Kohl’s 
Korn/Ferry International
Laborers’ International Union of 

North America, Local 149
Liberty Mutual
Lyon Metal
Macy’s
Meijer
Merck
MetLife
Mutual Ground
Nalco
Nationwide Enterprise
Nicor Gas
North Central Illinois Labor Council
Northgate Dental Center
Office Max
Old Second National Bank
O’Reilly Auto Parts
Payless Shoe Source
Pepsico

Pfizer Inc.
Pitney Bowes
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 501
PNC Bank
Prairie View Orthodontics
Rush-Copley Medical Center
SECA – State Campaign
Senior Services
Sheet Metal Workers 265
State Farm Insurance Co.
Target
TD Ameritrade
The Hartford
The Voice
Three Fires Council Boy Scouts
Toyota
TransCanada Corporation
Travelers Group, Inc./Citigroup
Unilock Chicago, Inc.
Union Pacific Railroad
United Health Group
UPS
UPS Freight
Victaulic Company of America
VNA Health Care
Walmart
Waubonsee Community College
Wells Fargo Financial
West Aurora School District 129
Westfield – Fox Valley
Wrigley 
Wrigley Company Foundation
Zachry Nuclear Engineering, Inc.

OUR DONORS 
A big thank-you to all the businesses and organizations who chose to make a difference in their community this year by supporting  
the Fox Valley United Way during the 2012-2013 campaign. We recognize and extend our appreciation to:

OUR LEADERS
Our sincerest thanks to all of the following donors who qualified for this year’s Leadership Giving Society. Their gifts of $1,000 or 
more have made a significant impact in our communities during the 2012-2013 campaign.

Anthony William Andrea
Michael Buis
Gail A. Bumgarner
Jon Cartwright
Dawn E. Cherry
Dennis M. Cherry
Douglas Coyne
Stanley Deans
Dinesh Desai
David W. Diehl
Paul J. Dillon
Larry Eichelberger
Julia L. Farnan
Scott and Louise Finkenbinder
Orville and Bonnie Geick
Natalie Gingrey

Hensley G. Gooden
William Grandt
Bernard D. Held
Peter and Jackie Henning
Worth Hill
John and Cindy Hornyak
Melinda L. James
Musiri Janakiraman
Kassie Jones
Thomas J. Katsafanas
Kenneth and Daphne Knight
Jason Michael Lindstrom
Corbin C. Lirot
Shellie R. Martin
Michael R. McCoy
Christopher McIntosh

Randle L. McKee
Fred and Tamela McKenzie
Michael and Mary Meyer
Jack Nelson
Beth M. O’Connell
Debra O’Connell
Joel and Nancy Ottosen
Steve and Lori Palicka
Gerald and Mary Ellen Palmer
Eugene R. Paradiso
Timothy Pope
Bradley J. Poterack
John and Sue Potter
Julie Proscia and Tim Hoppa
Jerome V. Rasnak
Matthew Reiland

Jess Richmond
Dick and Susan Schindel
Rebecca L. Sherrick
Gordon L. Skeel
Willliam B. Skoglund
Michael P. Stamatopoulos
Kevin Steele
Jeffrey Stokowski
Donald W. Tomsik
Arnulfo Valverde
Donald J. Wagner
Deborah Ann Walker
Jay and Kelly Walters
Todd Wandtke
James R. Warfield
Peter and Susan Wright 
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Board of Directors
Tawana Brady, Chair
Gail Bumgarner, Past Chair
Scott Roscoe, Vice Chair
John Potter, Treasurer
Cheryl Maraffio, Secretary

Board Members
Mavis Bates
Stephanie Burks
John Church
Chris Del Vecchio
Daryl Heppner
Cheryl Johnson
Keith Gottschalk
Tom Kallay
Patrick Kelsey
Tom Lindblom 
Fred McKenzie
Julie Proscia
Jesse Vazquez
John Wu

Allocations Committee
Tom Lindblom, Chair
Gail Bumgarner
Keith Gottschalk 
Melinda James
Fred McKenzie
Joel Ottosen
John Potter
Ed Price

Campaign Committee
Sheriff Patrick Perez,  
	 Co-chair
Sheriff Richard Randall, 	
	 Co-chair 

Community Events 
Committee
Mavis Bates, Chair
Brian Basilico 
LaDonna Carr
Maria DeLeon
Arlene Hawks 
Chris Goerlich-Weber
Jeff Kuczora
Pat Larkin 
Marianne Renner
Dick Schindel
Karen Yaggie

Finance Committee
John Potter, Chair
Stephanie Burks
Fred Nelson
Karen Nelson 
Joel Ottosen 

Nominating Committee
Chris Del Vecchio, Chair
Tom Kallay
Cheryl Maraffio 

Planning Committee
Gail Bumgarner, Chair
Cheryl Johnson
Cheryl Maraffio
John Wu

Resource Development 
Committee
Pat Kelsey, Chair
Susan Bill
Daryl Heppner
Laura Martinez
Whitney Martino
Julie Proscia
John Potter
Scott Roscoe
Kristen Ziman

Staff
Michael Meyer,  
	 Chief Executive Officer
Denise Blettner,  
	 Director of Development
Deborah Collins,  
	 Director of Administration
Trish Rooney,  
	 Director of SPARK,  
	 Early Learning Initiative 
Dalila Alegria, SPARK 		
	 Outreach Coordinator

OUR BOARD, COMMITTEES  
AND STAFF
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The Board of Directors and staff of Fox Valley United Way sincerely thank 
all of the volunteers who served on the Fox Valley United Way’s committees 
during the 2012-2013 campaign.

OUR SERVICE AREA
Fox Valley United Way provides support to health and human services 
agencies serving 15 communities in Kane and Kendall Counties. 
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“THE CITY OF AURORA 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN  
A COMMUNITY  
THAT CARES, BUT 
FOX VALLEY UNITED 
WAY IS CRITICAL TO 
MAINTAINING THE 
SAFETY NET FOR ALL 
OF OUR PEOPLE.”

	 — Mayor Tom Weisner,  
		 City of Aurora

www.uwfoxvalley.org



OUR SPONSORS
Some are internationally known giants, others have a smaller marketplace. But all provide 
significant support to the Fox Valley United Way. Support comes in the form of corporate 
grants and gifts, as well as in-kind services during the 2012-2013 campaign.

IN-KIND SPONSORS
121 Marketing Resources Inc.
Aurora Fastprint
Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce
B2b Interactive Marketing
CS Photos 

Dick’s Mini Donuts
Malcolm Wolf Inc.
Mary Meyer
RC Wegman
SLADEIMAGES

ANNUAL SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT
Fox Valley households, individuals and businesses came together during yet another difficult economy to meet the challenge of 
helping their friends and neighbors. The following data indicate where funds were raised and how they were distributed during 
the 2012-2013 campaign.

WHERE WE RAISE MONEY
We obtain funds from three basic and traditional sources:

WHERE WE ALLOCATE FUNDS
We allocate funds based upon requests from our 52 partner agencies to support specific programs. 
Generally, our funding priorities fall into four high-impact community need categories:

EMPLOYEE WORKPLACE FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGNS

EDUCATION BASIC HUMAN NEEDSHEALTHINCOME

66%

CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS

30%

INDIVIDUAL
DONATIONS

20% 27%31%22%

15

4%



Fox Valley United Way
44 East Galena Blvd.
Aurora, IL 60505
630-896-4636
info@uwfoxvalley.org

www.uwfoxvalley.org

United Way is a worldwide network that advances the common good, 
creating opportunities for a better life for all by focusing on the three 
key building blocks of education, income and health. The United Way 
movement creates long lasting community change by addressing the 
underlying causes of problems that prevent progress in these areas.

LIVE UNITED is a call to action for everyone to become a part  
of the change. Join us. With your help, we can make a difference 
in the Fox Valley community today. 




