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These 23 communities in Kane and Kendall counties are 
more than a service area. They are the place we call home, 
and where we engage with others. Here we are well 
acquainted with the needs of our neighbors and the issues 
that affect all of us. Here we SPARK conversation and action 
for the common good. Here we LIVE UNITED.

foxvalleyunitedway.org
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UNITED WE LIVE

https://www.foxvalleyunitedway.org/


Fox Valley United Way

Our communities trust Fox Valley United Way to ignite change. First, 
we work to understand the root cause of issues that undermine the 
health and welfare of our communities, then we collaborate with 
others to launch improvements that help everyone thrive. We are a 
vehicle for donors, volunteers and advocates who want to be part of 
a mission that creates lasting results.

Over the past few years, we’ve come to understand that the long-term 
wellbeing of a community is tied to the wellbeing of its children. 
Specifically to the positive development of children birth to age five. 
Therefore, in the last year we chose to laser-beam focus on issues 
that affect our youngest residents, to ensure that all children will be 
Strong, Prepared And Ready for Kindergarten (SPARK).

We invite you to read on to learn more about our work together this 
year. Through these efforts, we know a brighter tomorrow awaits, not 
only for these children and their families, but for all of us. 

97  
Years in Operation

23  
Communities

382,847  
People in  

Service Area

617
Volunteers

166  
Corporate Partners

46  
Funded Partner 

Agencies
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UNITED WE SERVE
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UNITED WE BUILD  
a Stronger Community

Numerous studies show that the first five years of a person’s life set 
the trajectory for the rest of their days. When children are healthy and 
developmentally prepared for kindergarten, they are more likely to 
graduate high school, go to college, own a home, earn a higher wage 
and less likely to commit a crime.

Investing in our children creates huge returns for families and entire 
communities. Unfortunately, too many children in our 23 communities 
will fall behind due to poverty, language barriers and lack of access to 
high quality early learning opportunities. 

Our SPARK initiative is working to change that.

36%  
of children in  

Kane and Kendall 
counties live at  

or below the  
Federal Poverty Level

12,000  
families in our  

communities  
are isolated by  

language barriers

ONLY 26%  
of Illinois children  

enter kindergarten  
with necessary 
readiness skills  

in three key 
developmental areas



Impact

1,734  
Children

1,429  
Parents

177 
Intakes 

172  
Referrals

FY 2018-2019 Data
Our SPARK initiative is recognized statewide as a holistic and  
collaborative model for tackling conditions that affect a child’s  
success in school and beyond.

We are:	 •	 Supporting social service agencies that address basic  
		  needs (food, shelter, healthcare);

	 •	 Leading collaboration with educators to improve the access 	
		  to and quality of early childhood learning opportunities;

	 •	 Working with parents to provide education on healthy 		
		  child-rearing and to connect with local resources;

	 •	 Screening children for developmental concerns and  
		  referring for programs and services (intake).
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Play. Learn. Connect.
Two-hour sessions for parents and at-risk children  
within their neighborhood. Parent/child activity time, 
developmental screening and referral to early childhood 
programs and services.

405  
Children

395  
Parents

8 
Play. Learn. Connect. Events 

Parent Cafés/Workshops
Educational opportunities to strengthen and support  
understanding of their role as their child’s first teacher.  
Cafés help assess family, parent and child needs, and  
obstacles to school readiness.

485  
Children

387  
Parents

Shared Intake
Developmental screenings offered in conjunction with 
DayOne PACT Network. Offered at Play. Learn. Connect. 
sessions and at the VNA Family Resource Center.

177  
Intakes

47  
Screenings

225 
Children 
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VNA Play. Learn. Connect. 
Family Resource Center

470  
Parents

619  
Children

72 
Intakes 

330  
Hours

16,041 
VNA Clients visited the 
Family Resource Center 
between July 2018 and June 2019

VNA Health Care in Aurora provides affordable care to 
many area residents who are medically underserved. 
The demand for their Women Infants and Children (WIC) 
services means that wait times can average 80 minutes. 
Believing this a great opportunity to engage with families 
and young children, SPARK teamed up with VNA to create 
a Play. Learn. Connect. Family Resource Center within the 
WIC waiting room.

Manned by SPARK staff and volunteers, the Center assists 
families who have questions about child development, 
parenting and area early childhood programs and services.

The Center is one more way that our SPARK program is 
reaching into the community to tangibly improve the lives 
of children in need.

Funding for the Family Resource Center was provided 
by the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, Dunham Fund, 
Gustafson Family Foundation of the DuPage Foundation 
and Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley.

Watch the 
Be the SPARK 
Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07LfHFeK_5I
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When community members cannot afford prescription 
medication, their health suffers. And when an individual 
suffers, families and communities are affected as well.

Because of ongoing rising costs of prescriptions, we are 
proud to partner with FamilyWize prescription drug 
discount cards. By distributing their cards at events and 
online, we’ve helped our neighbors save up to 75% at  
most pharmacies on medications not covered, or not fully 
covered, by health insurance. Individuals can download a 
free card at foxvalleyunitedway.org.

15,000  
Community members are now  
using a FamilyWize card

$1,990,069  
Has been saved locally with the  
FamilyWize discount since 2011

UNITED WE SOLVE PROBLEMS

We work with Kane County officials and healthcare 
professionals concerned about childhood obesity through 
our support of Making Kane County Fit for Kids. This 
organization strives to improve access to safe places for 
children to walk/bike/play, increases access to fresh 
produce in school and childcare programs and promotes a 
culture of health and wellness throughout the community. 
We are proud to sponsor efforts aimed at disease and 
disability prevention for area children. To learn more, visit 
makingkanefitforkids.org.

https://www.foxvalleyunitedway.org/familywize-prescription-discount-card
https://www.makingkanefitforkids.org/
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UNITED WE VOLUNTEER 
The Fox Valley is home to generous and caring individuals, 
schools, service organizations and businesses looking for 
volunteer opportunities that make a difference in their 
community. They can now be easily connected to social 
service agencies who rely on volunteer assistance, thanks  
to Volunteer Fox Valley (VFV).

VFV is a one-stop virtual volunteer center that connects 
interested volunteers with non-profit agencies that need their 
help for one-time events or ongoing needs. This collaboration 
with Aurora University grows larger each year, with more 
individuals creating profiles that allow them to be notified 
when the opportunity they are looking for arises.

With VFV, social service agencies benefit from passionate 
volunteers. Organizations fulfill employee or student  
team-building and social responsibility goals. Individuals 
experience the value of giving back to the community. It’s a 
win-win for people in need and for those with a heart to serve.

To learn more, visit volunteerfoxvalley.org.

2,322 
Registered Volunteers

154 
Registered Non-profit  
Organizations

http://www.volunteerfoxvalley.org/
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UNITED WE CONNECT
This year we were excited to be one of the organizations 
that brought the 2-1-1 service to Kane County. A nation-
wide United Way initiative, Kane 2-1-1 is a free and 
confidential line that helps people connect with essential 
health and human services 24 hours a day, seven  
days a week.

This non-emergency service can be accessed by  
phone or computer. A trained professional is available  
to provide information about local resources such as  
food programs, shelter options, employment opportuni-
ties and a variety of health care services.

2-1-1 stands ready to serve in times of personal crisis  
or natural disaster. It’s a wonderful way to provide 
assistance in times of great distress.

Watch the 
Kane County 2-1-1 
Video

Kane County 2-1-1  
can put you in touch  
with organizations 
ready to help you with: Emergency 

Shelter
Health 

Resources 
Rent or Utility 

Assistance
Food 

Pantries
Elderly  

Care
Employment 
Assistance

https://kanecountyconnects.com/2018/11/kane-county-2-1-1-human-services-hotline-is-now-live/
https://vimeo.com/295802345
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We are grateful for generous organizations 
that help fund programs and social service 
agencies assisting young children and 
families in Kane and Kendall counties.

3M

AAA Chicago

Accenture

AC’s Pub

Advocate Health Care

Allied Waste/Republic 
Services

Allstate

American Express

American Water

Anthem

AON

Associated Bank

AT&T

Aunt Martha’s Youth 
Services

Aurora Fastprint

Aurora Regional  
Chamber of Commerce

Aurora University

Bank of America

Best Buy

Bid Evolution

Bison Gear and Engineering 
Corporation

Blue Cross Blue Shield  
of Illinois

BMO Harris

BNSF Railway

BP America

Burlington Northern  
Foundation

Caterpillar, Inc.

Caterpillar Foundation

Chicago Journeyman 
Plumbers, Local Union 130

Chicago Premium  
Outlet Mall

CIBC

Citgo Petroleum  
Corporation

City of Aurora

Clear Perspectives 
Advisors

CNH Global

Coffman Trucks

Comcast

CommScope, Inc.

ConAgra Foods

Cordogan Clark

Costco

Crawford, Murphy & Tilly

Crown Trophy

CSL Plasma

Cummins NPower

Dearborn National

Delta Airlines

DHL

Digiovine, Hnilo, Jordan  
and Johnson

Dunham Fund

East Aurora School  
District 131

Ecolab

Engineering  
Enterprises, Inc.

Enterprise Leasing

Equian

Ericsson

Ernst and Young, LLP

Exelon / ComEd

Experis Finance

Farmers Insurance

FedEx 

FedEx Ground

Fermilab

Fiat Chrysler

Fifth Third Bank

First Midwest Bank

First National Bank

Fox Metro Water  
Reclamation District

Fox Valley Building and 
Construction Trades

Fox Valley Labor News

Garmin

GE Capital

General Motors

Gilbane

Girl Scouts of  
Northern Illinois

Goodrich Quality  
Theaters Inc.

Guardian

H.B. Fuller Construction 
Products

Hanover Insurance

Heartland Bank and  
Trust Company

Henkels & McCoy, Inc.

Hershey

Hypertherm

IBM

I.B.E.W. Local 117

Indian Prairie School  
District 204

International Union of  
Bricklayers and Allied  
Craftworkers,  
ADC 1 of Illinois

ITW

JCPenney 

JPMorgan Chase

Jewel-Osco

Johnson Controls, Inc.

Kaplan University

Kellogg’s

Laborers’ International 
Union of North America, 
Local 582

Liberty Mutual

Lincoln Financial Group

Lockton

Lyon

Macy’s

MagnusonRapp Law

Mars Wrigley  
Confectionery — Yorkville

MetLife

MGIC

Midland States Bank

NAPA

Nationwide Enterprise

Nicor Gas

Nordstrom’s

Northern Illinois University

Northern Trust Bank

Northwestern Medicine

Old Second National Bank.

O’Reilly Auto Parts

Painters District Council 
No. 30

People’s Energy

PepsiCo

Peskind Law Firm

PetSmart

Pitney Bowes

PNC Bank

PolyOne

Power Play Distributors

PwC

Principal Financial Group

Ricoh

Rockwell International

Roquette America, Inc.

Rush Copley  
Medical Center

Sci-Tech Children’s 
Museum

SC Johnson

SECA – State Campaign

Senior Services

Sheet Metal Workers,  
Local 265

Sprinkler Fitters and  
Apprentices,  
Local 281

Sprint

State Farm Insurance Co.

St. Charles Park District

Target

TD Ameritrade

TD Bank 

TDS

Teamsters, Local 179

Teamsters, Local 673

The Hartford

The Voice

Travelers

True Value

Unilock Chicago, Inc.

Union Pacific Railroad

United Health Group

United Union of Roofers, 
Waterproofers and  
Allied Workers,  Local 11

UPS 

US Bank

Victaulic Company  
of America

Walgreens

Walmart

Waubonsee Community 
College

Wells Fargo 

West Aurora School  
District 129

White Castle

Will County Carpenters, 
Local 174

Windy City Amusement 

Xerox          

Zachry Industrial, Inc.

Zurich

*as of June 30, 2019

UNITED THEY GIVE
DONORS
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Pierre M. Adam

Jessie M. Banks

Michael C. Bass

Michael H. Beggs

Laurie A. Berrios

David Bluestone

Virgil Dixon Bogert

Craig James Brown

Gregory H. Burns

Brian Butorka

Dawn E. Cherry

Dennis M. Cherry

Al Davis

Thomas M. Debroux

Jeffrey Deckrow

Carlos Delahoz

George DeRitter

Brian R. Dershem

Dinesh Prafull Desai

Matthew and Megan DesVeaux

Jerry R DeVault

John and Susannah Dodson

Tamra Domeyer

Ryan P. Dusek

Ryan P. Erickson

Emma Fair

Martin and Penny Falcon

Nathan R. Fogg

Kurt R. Fogleman

John E. Fortman

Sandra V. Garcia

Tessa Giamberdino

Delia E. Gonzalez

Hensley G. Gooden

James M. Gorenz

Natasha D. Granholm

James L. Griffin

Paul M. Grimes

Richard D. Gunter

Carole A. Harpley

Peter and Jackie Henning

Daryl C. Heppner

William P. Herdegen III

Worth Hill

Tom and Patti Hodge

Gregory L. Howard

Grant Huffine

Marla Jarrett

Stephen J. Jedd

Traci Jensen

James J. Jerozal

Jon C. Joynson

Lisa Juraszek

Robert Kaczor

Mark E. Kanavos

Janine R. Keating

Mark A. Knox

Scot F. Koif

Theresa A. LaFontaine

James Lambert

Thomas W. Leeming

Lianquan Liu

Patrick J. Loftus

Alicia Lyles

John Madziarczyk

Cheryl M. Maletich

Jeffrey S. May

Thomas Michael McGough

Randy McMahan

Maryann McNally

Laura K. Menolascino

Robert Meyer

Paul and Rhea Miller

Darryl Mitchell

Sam Anthony Molaro

Mark and Christine Mooney

Russell A. Moore

David Moser

Cynthia L. Nelson

Gerald and Mary Ellen Palmer

Nitin H. Patel

Kenneth J. Peters

Kenneth S Petersen

Mike and Laurie Pierce

Norha Z. Plumey

John and Sue Potter

George Ramming

Vincent B. Ransom

Pamela L. Reid

Cindi C. Reyes

Jess and Laura Richmond

April D. Sanderson

Deborah A. Santolin

Alexander P Scarpelli

Jose Luis Romero Soriano

Brian and Rita Springer

Melinda L. Tejada

Cheryl E. Thomas

John Van Fleet

Scott T. Vickers

Joseph A. Waidanz

Deborah A. Walker

William H. White

Jonathan P. Wilson

Jason Witty

Zhijun (Jacob) Zhang

Thank you to those donors whose legacy last 
year included their Leadership gift of $1,000 
or more.

*as of June 30, 2019

UNITED THEY LEAD
LEADERSHIP GIVING
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Our Events:

For the second year, we hosted our “Drive Until All Kids Thrive!” 
fundraising event at Topgolf in Naperville in September 2018.  
A great time was had by all as we teed off to raise money for 
at-risk children in our communities.

Topgolf Outing
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What could be better than making the holidays brighter for 
people who don’t have the means to celebrate? Once again, 
local businesses, organizations, families and individuals went 
above and beyond to show their holiday spirit, as 94 families 
and 263 children received gifts and grocery gift cards in 
December 2018 through our Holiday Assistance program.

Our Events:
Holiday Assistance
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This year we gathered again to “Celebrate a Community  
that Cares”. We were pleased to invite Geoffrey Nagle, Ph.D., 
President and CEO of the Erickson Institute and an 
internationally recognized leader in the field of early  
childhood education, to speak to attendees. He reinforced  
our understanding that by intervening to make early  
childhood experiences positive ones,  
we can promote better health, higher 
academic achievement and greater 
overall well-being later in life.

Our Events:
Annual Luncheon
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In-Kind Sponsors
Aurora Fastprint

B2b Interactive Marketing 

Mary Meyer 

SLADEIMAGES

2018 Fox Valley United Way 
Topgolf Outing 
September 30, 2018

Alderman Edward J. Bugg -  
Ward 9 Aurora

Arlene Hawks, ED,  
SciTech Hands on Museum

Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce

Aurora Fast Print

Bid Evolution

Caterpillar, Inc.

City of Aurora

Clear Perspective Advisors

Cordogan Clark

Dayspring Pediatric Dentistry

Dunham Fund

First National Bank

Lightbulb Effects Coaching LLC

Macarena Tapas Naperville

MagnusonRapp Law, LLC

Old Second Bank

Peskind Law Firm

Power Play Distributors, LLC

R.C. Wegman

Roquette America, Inc.

Slade Images

St. Charles Chamber of Commerce

Strypes Plus More, Inc.

Sue & Rick Bill

The Ries Family

The Rudel Family, Scott & Deborah 

Waubonsee Community College

2018 Holiday Assistance Program 
Recognition                         
Served 94 Families, 263 Children 

Arlene and Dick Hawks

Audrey Lewan

Barbara Boatman

Brenda Van Wyhe and Family

Cassady Wank

Chicago Journeyman Plumbers,  
Local 130

City of Aurora, Animal Care and Control

City of Aurora, Human Resources

City of Aurora, Maintenance Services

City of Aurora, Office of the Mayor

City of Aurora, Parks and Recreation

City of Aurora, Property Standards

City of Aurora, Water Billing

(continued)

Annual Sponsors

Many thanks to those who donate  
time, talent and resources to help us 
improve the lives of children, families  
and communities.

*as of June 30, 2019

UNITED THEY SHARE
OUR SPONSORS
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2018 Holiday Assistance Program 
Recognition                         
(continued)

David Petasnick and Family

DHL

Diane Christian

Dick and Susan Schindel

Dionna Cummings

Engineering Enterprises, Inc.

Farnsworth Office Building

Fox Valley Building and Construction  
Trades Council 

Fox Valley Labor News

Fox Valley United Way, Community Events 
Committee

Ginger Woods Neighborhood Group

Gregory Posch

I.B.E.W. Local 117

International Union of Bricklayers and  
Allied Craftworkers, ADC 1 of Illinois

Jeff and Joan Kuczora

Jennifer Narigon

Jennifer Santschi

Jennifer Rice

Jessica Villanueva

Jill Kowalski

Julie Locke

Karen King

Karen and Larry Yaggie

Katie Graves and Family

Kelsey Knutti

Kristin Johnson

Laborers’ International Union of  

North America, Local 582

LaDonna Carr

Leanne Brand Phillips

Marisa, Jake and Adeline Richards

Mars Wrigley Confectionery, West Chicago

Mars Wrigley Confectionery, Yorkville

Mayor Richard Irvin, Aurora

Melissa Lesters

MetLife

Mike and Jen Reemts

Nicole Edwards

Nicor Gas

Painters District Council No. 30

Pat and Frank Larkin

Patrick and Luanne Kelsey

Pattie Sauve

Polymer Shapes

Ron Torres and Family

Roquette America, Inc.

Rush Copley Medical Center 

Samatha Cadena

SciTech Hands On Museum

Sedgwick Claims Management Services

Sharon Brooks

Sheet Metal Workers, Local 265

Sprinkler Fitters and Apprentices, Local 281

Stacey Ries

Teamsters, Local 179

Teamsters, Local 673

Terese Raabe and Family

Tracy Simmons

Tri-City Boxing

United Union of Roofers, Waterproofers and 
Allied Workers, Local 11

Walmart Pharmacy, Montgomery

Waubonsee Community College, Student Life

Will County Carpenters, Local 174

2019 Luncheon Sponsors 
May 17, 2019

Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Bid Evolution 

BMO Harris

Caterpillar, Inc.

Cordogan Clark  

Dunham Fund

First National Bank

MetLife  

Old Second National Bank  

Roquette America, Inc.

Rush Copley Medical Center

continued

OUR SPONSORS
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Board of Directors
Stacey Ries, Chair 
Rush Copley Medical Center 
Brain Dahl, Vice-Chair 
Painters District Council No. 30
Mark Mooney, Treasurer  
DiGiovine, Hnilo, Jordan & Johnson Ltd.
Susan Bill, Secretary 
First National Bank

Board Members
Michelle Evans, 
Waubonsee Community College
Julie Fuller, 
Old Second National Bank
Terese Raabe, 
Rush Copley Medical Center
Paul Smaltz, 
Roquette America, Inc.
Ron Torres, 
Exelon / ComEd
Scott Wood, 
Benefit Plan Services, Inc.

Staff
Michael Meyer, 
Chief Executive Officer
Kassia Eide, 
Family Engagement Coordinator
Denise Moret, 
Director of Community Engagement
Alyse Plattos, 
Family Engagement Specialist
Trish Rooney, 
Director of Early Childhood Initiatives 
Deborah Rudel, 
Director of Operations
Karla Santillan, 
Latino Family Engagement Coordinator

Aurora University Interns
Claudia Morales, BSW Candidate
Karla Santillan, MSW / LSW Candidate

Community Resource Committee
Susan Bill, Co-Chair 
First National Bank
Jenny Everhart, Co-Chair 
Aurora University
Karen Yaggie, Co-Chair 
Universal Security Instruments, Inc. 
Dan Barreiro, City of Aurora
Brian Basilico, B2B Interactive Marketing
LaDonna Carr, City of Aurora
Arlene Hawks, SciTech Hands on Museum
Chad Jimenez, City of Aurora
Jeff Kuczora, Freelance Journalist
Pat Larkin, Crown Trophy, Aurora
Emily Magnuson, MagnusonRapp Law, LLC
Emily Morales, Aurora University
Michael Perez, Cordogan Clark & Associates
Scott Roscoe,  Past President  
Fox Valley Building Trades

Impact / Investment Committee
Michelle Evans, 
Waubonsee Community College
Ed Price, Gallagher Insurance
Marisa Richards, Painters District Council 30
Stacey Ries, Rush Copley Medical Center
Trish Rooney, Fox Valley United Way

Melinda Tejada,  
Waubonsee Community College
Ron Torres, Exelon/ComEd

Finance
Mark Mooney, Chair 
DiGiovine, Hnilo, Jordan & Johnson Ltd. 
Karen Nelson, Community Volunteer 
John Potter, Retired, Dreyer Medical Clinic 

SPARK Executive Committee
Adrianne Holloway, City of Aurora
Deanna Cross, City of Aurora
Dan Barreiro, City of Aurora
Mariana Osoria, Family Focus
Melinda Tejada, 
Waubonsee Community College
Kathy Pease, 
Indian Prairie School District 204
Laurie Klomhaus, 
West Aurora School District 129
Sarah Waddell, 
West Aurora School District 129
Katie Kogut, 
East Aurora School District 131
Sherri Penson, 
Marie Wilkinson Child Development Center

We are thankful for the daily efforts of a 
dedicated board of directors, committee 
members and staff.

*as of June 30, 2019

UNITED THEY STRIVE
TEAM MEMBERS
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UNITED WE CARE
LIVE UNITED

®



Follow us:

Click the icons above to visit our social pages.  

UNITED WE WIN
LIVE UNITED

®

Together we can pave the way for lasting change that will affect our 
communities for generations to come. Won’t you join us?

Visit foxvalleyunitedway.org or call us today!

AURORA
44 E. Galena Blvd.
Aurora, IL 60505

ST. CHARLES
202 W. Main St.  
2nd Floor
St. Charles, IL 60174

630-896-4636
info@foxvalleyunitedway.org
foxvalleyunitedway.org

https://www.foxvalleyunitedway.org/
mailto:info%40foxvalleyunitedway.org?subject=
https://www.foxvalleyunitedway.org/
https://twitter.com/fvunitedway
https://www.facebook.com/FoxValleyUnitedWay
https://www.youtube.com/user/FoxValleyUnitedWay
https://www.instagram.com/foxvalleyunitedway

